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Japanese Government Awards the Japan/America Society of Kentucky

On July 14, 2010, the Foreign Minister's Commendation (Gaimudaijin Hyosho Award) was
awarded to the Japan/America Society of Kentucky (JASK) by Mr. Katsuya Okada, Foreign
Minister of Japan. JASK is recognized for its contributions to the deepening of friendship and
mutual understanding between Japan and Kentucky by promoting cooperation through
business, cultural, educational, and social programs.

Established in 1987, JASK is dedicated to strengthening and sustaining a favorable business
and community relationship between Japan and Kentucky. JASK unites Japanese and
American interests through diverse array of programs such as the annual JASK Golf Classic, the
JAPAN! Summer Festival and the Japan/Kentucky Cultural Exchange. In addition to these
programs, JASK also works with civic and educational organizations to introduce children and
adults to the world of Japanese holidays, crafts, and folktales.

The Foreign Minister’s Certificate of Commendation was introduced in 1983 to honor those
who have acted with distinction in the promotion of friendly relations with foreign countries
and international cooperation. The annual conferment ceremony for the honor coincides with
the commemoration of the establishment of the Foreign Ministry, which was founded on July
8, 1869.

JASK is the first society in the five-state region of the Consulate-General of Japan in Nashville
to receive the award.

Consul-General Hiroshi Sato will travel to Lexington to present JASK their award on behalf of
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Japan. The conferment ceremony will be held on August 10 in
Lexington.

Please visit http://jask.org/hyosho for information about the ceremony.
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